




Seniors Prepare for Graduation

Last year, HARID graduated its largest-ever class of twelve seniors. This 
year, one of the school’s smaller classes will graduate. Seven seniors are 
currently planning for graduation and beyond. Since January, Morgana 
Cappellari, Koto Ishihara, Shannon Judge, Francisco Preciado, Tory 
Trowbridge, Rachael Vrbancic, and Kevin Wilson have been busy following 
up on college or university applications and traveling to various dance 
company auditions around the country. It is a stressful and exhausting,  
yet exciting and hopeful time for each of them. 

To assist the seniors with their job searches, HARID has invited several special guests to visit the school. Marcello Angelini, 
artistic director of Tulsa Ballet in Oklahoma, auditioned the seniors at HARID on March 14; and Gil Boggs, artistic director 
of Colorado Ballet in Denver, will pay a similar visit on April 18. Hopefully, a few members of HARID’s Class of 2008 will be 
found among the dancers of Tulsa Ballet or Colorado Ballet next season!
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Morris and Elfriede Stonzek Year-End 
Performances Will Offer Something 
for Everyone!

The repertoire being developed for this year’s Year-End Performances 
promises to offer something to suit everyone’s tastes and preferences. 
Each program will include classical and contemporary ballets, plus modern 
dance.

As a program opener, faculty members Svetlana Osiyeva and Bertha 
Valentin are collaborating on a compilation of exciting dances from the 
ballet Don Quixote. Next will be the premiere of a new modern dance piece 
choreographed by Tara Mitton Catao. Following intermission, audience 
members will be treated to another premiere: a new contemporary ballet 
created by principal guest choreographer Mark Godden. And finally, to close 
the program, faculty member Victoria Schneider is staging a sumptuous 
production of Raymonda, Act III.

The Year-End Performances will be held on Friday, May 30 at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, May 31 at 3:00 p.m., and Sunday, June 1 at 3:00 p.m. at the 
Countess de Hoernle Theater (Spanish River Community High School, 5100 
Jog Road at Yamato Road). Tickets are $30 and $24, and are available at the 
HARID ticket office, 2285 Potomac Road in Boca Raton (Monday—Friday, 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.), or by calling 561-998-8038.

HARID is grateful to Northern Trust, exclusive corporate sponsor of the Year-End Performances

Don’t miss this exciting and varied program. Order your tickets today. (And, don’t forget to bring a friend!)

Rachael Vrbancic and Francisco Preciado in Tara Mitton Catao’s
Some Afternoons
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HARID Builds Another Bridge to the International Community

Over the years, HARID has attracted students from a number of different 
countries including Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Japan, Latvia, Paraguay, 
Philippines, and Ukraine. This year, China has been added to the list!

Sun Jia is a fifteen-year-old dancer from the city of Benxi in the province of 
Liaoning in China. She enrolled at HARID last August.

Liao Xiang is sixteen years old and is from the city of Beijing. She joined 
HARID in January of this year. 

The presence of international students like Sun Jia and Liao Xiang enriches 
the cultural and learning experiences of HARID’s American students. A 
shared passion for dance quickly transcends any language barriers and new 
and lasting friendships are formed. HARID’s tiny international community is 
something to behold!

We hope you have enjoyed reading HARID’s Spring Newsletter.  The next issue will be published in November. 

Sun Jia and Liao Xiang are the first students 
to enroll from China

Help Turn HARID’s Box Office Woes into Box Office Wows!
It’s as Easy as 1, 2, 3.

Many of South Florida’s performing arts organizations, including HARID, have experienced declining audiences over the past 
number of years. The reasons for this are complex; nevertheless, it is a serious concern. The Conservatory’s young dancers work 
tirelessly to prepare the programs presented every December and May, and it is heart-breaking to see them performing before 
fewer and fewer people each year. 

HARID needs your help to ensure that the efforts of its wonderful young artists continue to be enjoyed by many members of 
our community. There are three simple ways in which you can effectively assist HARID in reviving its audience base:

1. Attend the performances.
If you have not already done so, make plans to attend HARID’s Year-End Performance on May 30, 31, or June 1. The students will 
appreciate your renewed enthusiasm and support! 

2. Become an outspoken advocate of the school.
Tell your friends and neighbors about HARID’s performances and encourage them to attend—either with you or on their own. 
And, if you feel they would enjoy receiving HARID’s performance calendar and newsletters, pass along their names and mailing 
addresses (with their permission, of course). 

3. Introduce someone new to a HARID performance. 
If you invite someone who has never before attended a performance, HARID will be pleased to provide their ticket for half the 
regular price. Simply call or visit the HARID ticket office and request an extra “New Member” ticket. Along with your regularly 
priced ticket, you will receive a second one at half price. (Please remember that the discounted tickets are intended for new 
audience members only.)

With your help, the beautiful new Countess de Hoernle Theater will be bursting at the seams during HARID’s upcoming 
performances!
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